
SUN CITY WEST 

STANDING RULES FOR LADIES TEAM MATCH PLAY 

(HAVE A RULE BOOK WITH YOU) 

 

I. OBJECT:  Team Play among the Clubs is provided as a forum for competitive golf for 

the women of Sun City West.  At all times we will play within the USGA Rules of the 

game, remembering that the best and most effective application for the Rules is done 

in a manner reflecting consideration for the feelings of others and in an effort to 

educate, rather than reprimand. 

II. INCLEMENT WEATHER: 

a. All players must arrive at the course on match day prepared to play at the 

scheduled time, regardless of the weather. 

b. The onsite golf professional or course manager will determine, with the local 

captain consulting with the captains of the other teams, whether play starts 

and/or continues.  In the event of possible course damage, the onsite golf 

professional or course manager will have the only say. 

c. In the event a match is canceled due to course conditions (i.e., flooding), all efforts 

will be made to reschedule the match before Team Fun Day.  [If two teams are 

able to complete their scheduled match and two teams are not able to reschedule, 

all matches will be considered not played and any points earned from the 

completed match will be omitted from the scoring record.] 

d. In the event of other inclement weather (i.e., lengthy frost delays), all team 

captains must agree to either all teams play or all teams not play their scheduled 

match.  In the event all matches are canceled, all efforts will then be made to 

reschedule the matches before Team Fun Day. 

e. In order to supplement the year-end Team Fun Day event to the hosting club, all 

team captains will collect an additional 1$ from their players regardless of play. 

III. ELIGIBILITY: 

a. A team member must have a verifiable USGA Handicap. 

b. The lowest 20 home course handicap indexes available for play on the date of the 

match (handicap limit 28).  Players with handicaps 29 and above are eligible to 

play but will be assigned a handicap of 28 on the day of play. 

c. New members joining a club must have declared that course as her home course, 

been a member in good standing for 30 calendar days, and played a minimum of 

four (4) Tuesday play days as part of league play prior to her first game in Team 

Play.  Once a member has established eligibility for Team Play (and does not have 

a break in membership (i.e., member leaves a club for a year or more and then 

rejoins), she will continue to be eligible for Team Play from year to year.  However, 

it is suggested that whenever possible, she continue to play Tuesday play days as 

part of league play.  At the beginning of each Team Play Season (November to 

March), all dual member Team Players (those showing membership in two or 

more SCW regulation course rosters) must declare which course they are playing 

as their home course.  In the event a player chooses to move her home course 

affiliation from one SCW regulation course to another during the current Team 

Play Season, she then becomes ineligible to play competition Team Play for 



either/any SCW regulation course for the remainder of the existing Team Play 

Season.  She is, however, eligible to play on Team Fun Day. 

IV. CONDITIONS: 

a. Competition will be round robin four-ball match play, low gross/low net. 

b. The season will be comprised of six matches (three at home and three away). 

c. The guest team shall have honors on the starting hole of the match.  The low gross 

score on each hole is the winner and shall have honors on successive holes.  Any 

score discrepancy shall be resolved prior to start of play on the next hole.  (Rule 

23.2 – Scoring in Four-Ball). 

d. Position on team is determined by handicap index.  Most like-handicaps opposing 

one another, so the least number of strokes is exchanged.  *See addendum 1, 

Order of Play. 

e. Handicaps shall be computed under USGA specifications.  Handicaps will be used 

that are in effect seven (7) days prior to the date of play or closest revision date 

agreed to by the captains. 

f. A club’s handicap record must be available upon request of any team captain for 

the purpose of verification of any handicap. 

V. RULES: 

a. The team will consist of 20 players from each home course with the lowest 

handicaps for the reporting period to be used, with exceptions noted herein.  (See 

D.1). 

b. USGA Rules apply to all play.  See USGA Rule 23 – Four Ball.  Local rules may apply.  

All team members are requested to carry a current USGA rule book. 

c. All matches are Four-Ball Match Play, Low Gross/Low Net. 

d. Competition will be based on 18 total gross points and 18 total net points.  The 

low gross and low net scores on each hole will be the winners.  Each hole is worth 

one (1) point in the low gross and low net competitions.  The low gross will be the 

better gross ball of the partners on each of the 18 holes.  The low net will be the 

better net ball of the partners on each of the 18 holes.  Each point may be won, 

lost, or halved.  Scores must be checked after each hole to avoid any discrepancy 

after the match. 

e. 100% of handicaps will be used.  Low handicapper of the foursome plays at scratch 

and the other three (3) players receive the difference starting with the No 1 rated 

hole. 

f. Scores must be posted as either a home or away score (not a tournament score) 

for handicap purposes.  If a player picks up on a hole or is conceded a stroke in 

match play, she shall record the score she most likely would have made if she 

completed the play of the hole.  This number is limited by the player’s Equitable 

Stroke Control (ESC).  An “X” should precede the score on the scorecard.  There 

is no limit to the number of unfinished holes a player may have in a round 

provided that this is not for the purpose of manipulating her handicap (Reprint 

from USGA Handicap Made Simple – Arizona Golf Association). 

g. All individual scores must be recorded clearly on the scorecard and must be 

posted.  Team captains have the ultimate responsibility of posting team player’s 

scores at their home clubs.  Failure to post these scores through the USGA 



handicap system may result in suspension for the season on the individual in 

default. 

h. Pace of Play:  Players will be expected to maintain their original positions on the 

field and will be subject to penalty after careful consideration by the team 

captains.  Any group with a clear hole in front of them will be considered out of 

position.  (Rule 5.6 – Unreasonable Delay; Prompt Pace of Play). 

i. If a player is late or absent at her assigned tee time, her partner may proceed 

alone or choose to forfeit. 

j. In the event of a tie between teams at the end of the season (low gross/low net), 

the team with the lowest gross total for the season will be awarded the plaque for 

Low Gross for the season.  The next team will be awarded the plaque for the Low 

Net for the season.  One team cannot be awarded both Low Gross and Low Net 

plaques for the same season. 

VI. ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

a. Discretion of Captain:  If the captain feels that a player’s handicap does not reflect 

her current ability, the captain may elect not to offer the player a slot for that 

match.  Captains must use this discretion carefully and selectively and must relay 

its use to the opposing team captain at the time line-ups are announced. 

b. A player refusing a slot for any reason in a particular match will not lose her place 

in future matches. 

c. In case of inclement weather, decision to call off any match is in the hands of the 

home course captain only. 

d. Substitutions may be made at any time prior to the match but order of play must 

be maintained.  At no time will a player be inserted out of handicap order. 

e. In the event of any dispute which cannot be amicably resolved, the team captains 

and one designated member of each team or a representative of a team’s board 

of directors will meet and try for resolution.  Resolution should require a vote of 

6-2 to carry.  If not, experts at USGA Headquarters in Far Hills, NJ will be glad to 

help (1-908-234-2300). 

VII. ADDENDUM 1, ORDER OF PLAY: 

a. Ten brackets of four players (20 from each home course). 

b. Lowest handicappers of each side go off first and players continue in descending 

order. 

c. If any player is not available on time, the side goes off represented by one team 

member.  She may be joined at any time between holes, but not during the play 

of a hole. 

d. If neither partner is available at a stipulated tee time, the match is forfeited and 

all points are awarded to the opponents. 

VIII. ADDENDUM 2, RESPONSIBILITIES: 

a. CAPTAINS: 

i. Will meet at appropriate time to schedule and discuss considerations for 

season’s matches. 

ii. Will collect an agreed upon amount from each player at each match to be 

used for prizes.  A portion of this amount may be used toward expenses of 

the Team Party at the end of the year.  (To be determined by the captains.) 



iii. Will field a team for each scheduled match comprised of the 20 lowest 

handicappers available, and will ensure that the team she fields 

understands the Rules of Golf and that they understand scoring in four-ball 

match play. 

iv. Will prepare scorecards for each match consisting of names and adjusted 

handicaps for all four players. 

v. Will act as Chairwomen, when so designated. 

vi. Will be part of Committee for Resolution of Disputes. 

vii. Will announce their line-up(s) to opposing captain pursuant to current T-

time reservation requirements before the match.  Substitutions may be 

made up until T-time but the order of play must be maintained.  At no time 

will a player be inserted out of handicap order.  Cancellations will be filled 

by moving players up the ranking. 

viii. Will keep an accurate, up-to-date reconciliation of the overall matches. 

b. PLAYERS: 

i. Will pay to the captain, prior to each match, an amount set by team 

captains prior to the start of Team Play to be used for prizes and, possibly 

a Team Party awards event.  This is non-refundable. 

ii. Will be on time, in uniform (as announced by captain) and ready to play 

with knowledge of the Rules of Golf and understanding of scoring in four-

ball match play.  (See USGA Rules 23 and 23.2) 

iii. Will report the outcome of the match to the Chairwoman. 

 

Regarding Scoring:  The only consideration is that the result of the match is agreed upon 

its conclusion.  Each team must agree at the end of each hole how the points fall.  

“Dotting” of cards is done by the hosting Team Captain and cannot be changed by 

individual team players without consulting with their Team Captain. 

 

REVISED, RATIFIED, AND IMPLEMENTED FOR TEAM PLAY BEGINNING WITH THE 

2019/2020 SCHEDULE. 

 

AMENDED AND APPROVED WITH CURRENT CHANGES NOVEMBER 2019.  THEY 

SUPERSEDE IN THEIR ENTIRETY ALL PREVIOUS EDITIONS AND INCLUDE A COPY OF THE 

SUN CITY WEST LOCAL RULES FOR ALL SUN CITY WEST GOLF COURSES AND LOCAL RULES 

ADOPTED BY EACH OF THE FOUR REGULATION COURSES OF SUN CITY WEST. 

 

 


