
 

 

THE CHOLLA TEAMS 

STANDING RULES 

Revised:  June 30, 2023 

 
I.  ELIGIBILITY FOR TEAM PLAY 

 

A. A team member must have a verifiable USGA handicap. 

 

B. A team member must have been a member of her club’s association 30 days prior to 

her first team play. 

 

C. A team may be comprised of players from two different clubs. Notice must be given 

prior to the season if two clubs are combining into one team. Each club will create a 

master list of eligible players using a handicap index report of a specific date.  This 

combined list will be the master list from which the match play rosters will be filled 

for the entire season.  Each club will provide five players to complete the roster. 

 

D. It is permissible for one club to field two teams. To appoint players to a team, a Club 

Handicap Index Report will be created with names of qualified players.  From 

ascending order, players will be assigned to a team by going down the master 

Handicap Index Report and selecting names ….1,2,2,1…..1,2,2,1.  Minor adjustments 

can be made to balance the teams. Each team will then have a master list of players 

from which they will fill team rosters. Once appointed to a team, that player will 

remain on that team for the season. 

 

E. Any new team to be added to the Cholla League must be approved by a majority vote 

of the Cholla Captains with one vote per team.  Cholla Captains may by majority vote 

remove any team from the Cholla League. 

 

II.  METHOD OF TEAM PLAY 

 

A.  Starting at USGA 0 to 25.0 handicap index, the lowest 1 and 2 golfers from each club 

 shall be the No. 1 team.  Numbers 3 and 4 lowest golfers shall be team No. 2; 

 numbers 5 and 6 shall be team No. 3; numbers 7 and 8 shall be team No. 4; and 

 numbers 9 and 10 shall be team No. 5. Each team fields a total of 10 players. 

 

B.  The No. 1 team of each member club shall play the No. 1 team of the opposing club  

 and proceed in like manner with teams 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

 

C.  Any player with a handicap index greater than 25.0 shall play down to a 25.0 

handicap index. 
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III.  RULES OF TEAM PLAY 

 

A.  All play shall be according to USGA Rules.  Local rules may apply.  All team 

members are requested to carry a current USGA rule book. Use of Distance 

Measuring Devices (DMD) is allowed (USGA Rule 4.3) 

 

a.  All Cholla games will adopt USGA Rule E-5 model-local rule.  This local rule 

allows players the option of dropping in the fairway if you hit a ball out of 

bounds or lose a ball.  The players must find where the ball went out of bounds 

and create an imaginary perpendicular line to the fairway, no closer to the hole.  

From there, drop the ball anywhere within two club lengths behind the 

imaginary line into the fairway.  The next shot would be your fourth shot if the 

ball went out of bounds from the tee shot.  This new stroke and distance local 

rule will save time and pace of play.   

 

b. If a player plays a provisional ball for an out of bounds or lost ball, the Rule E-

5 model local rule will not apply, the player must play the provisional ball in 

play. Revised 4-15-2021. 

 

B. All Cholla games shall be played on the same course and on the same day they were 

scheduled prior to the start of the season.  The home team shall be host for the day. 

 

a. Any team that cannot play on the scheduled date will forfeit. The forfeiting 

team must pay the season rate green fees to the host club on or before the 

scheduled play date.  The forfeiting team will receive zero (0) points for both 

gross and net for the event. 

 

b. The team vying against the forfeiting team must play in the scheduled event 

and must pay the season rate green fees. This team will receive 46 points for 

both Gross and Net for the event. 

 (Items a. & b. Revised 11/28/2022 by unanimous vote of all Cholla Captains) 

 

C. Inclement Weather  

   

a. Unless the game was cancelled in advance, all players must arrive at the course 

on game day, prepared to pay and play at the scheduled time regardless of the 

weather. Host clubs will make every effort to timely cancel the game to 

prevent unnecessary travel by players. 

 

b. The onsite golf professional or course manager will determine with the host 

Captain and in consultation with the Cholla Chairwoman whether play starts 

and/or continues due to weather conditions.  Under all circumstances, the 

onsite golf professional or course manager will have the ONLY say if play is 

cancelled or suspended. 

 

c. The host Captain, in consultation with the Cholla Chairwoman, may declare a 

partial or shortened round.  There will be no refunds or rain checks once play is 

underway. 
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d. If 13 or more holes are completed by all teams, points will be awarded. Points 

will be split equally on any unfinished hole(s).  If 12 or less holes  

are completed, no points will be awarded. League captains may agree to award 

points for a 9 hole match. 

 

D. All games shall be played for two (2) divisions, Net and Gross. The low net and 

low gross scores on each hole shall earn points.  Each hole is worth one (1) point 

in the low net competition and one (1) point in low gross competition.  The low net 

will be the better net ball of the partners on each hole and the low gross will be the 

better gross ball of the partners on each hole.  Each point is won, lost, or halved. 

Any score discrepancy shall be resolved prior to the start of play on the next hole. 

(Rule 2-5) 

 

E. In the net division, full differences in strokes shall be given by the lower handicap 

player who plays to scratch. 

 

F. The team with the lowest handicap player shall have honors on the starting hole. If 

both teams have equally low handicap players, the toss of a coin shall determine 

the team with honors.  The low gross score on each hole is the winner and shall 

have honors on successive holes.   

 

G. If a player picks up on a hole or is conceded a stroke, she shall record the score she 

most likely would have made if she completed the play of the hole.  This number is 

limited by the player’s Equitable Stroke Control (ESC).  An “X” should precede 

the score on the scorecard.  There is no limit to the number of unfinished holes a 

player may have in a round, provided this is not for the purpose of manipulating 

her handicap (Reprint from USGA Handicap Made Simple – Arizona Golf 

Association.) 

 

a. Cholla Captains voted not enforce the ESC maximum rule.  If a player picks up 

and does not complete the hole, she is to record the most likely score for 

handicap purposes.  A most likely score is the number of strokes already taken, 

plus the number of strokes needed to complete the hole using her best 

judgement. (Revised April 14, 2022) 

 

H. Pace of play:  Players are expected to maintain their original position on the field 

and will be subject to penalty after careful consideration by the committee.  Any 

group with a clear open hole in front of it will be considered out of position. (Rule 

6-7 Undue Delay) To facilitate pace of play, it is acceptable to play ready golf in 

the fairway.  This is in accordance with the rule 5.6B, - Prompt Pace of Play - that 

states “In match play you and your opponent may agree that one of you will play 

out of turn to save time.” (Revised April 14, 2022)   
 

I. Cholla Team players are required to complete their round under 4 hours and 15 

minutes.  Each team shall record the time of day that the first ball of their 4-some 

is struck from the tee box. Teams shall also record the time of day that all 

competitors walk off the final hole. This time shall be recorded by the Team 

Captain and a time sheet shall be delivered to the Cholla Chairwoman the end of 

the round. Players shall verify scores and points earned immediately upon 
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completing their final hole and give attested score cards to their Captain prior to 

going to the parking lot.  

 

J. The player’s individual 18 hole score must be recorded clearly on the scorecard 

and must be posted by the player within the USGA system.  Team captains are 

responsible to verify the posting of scores.  Failure to post these scores into the 

USGA handicap system may result in suspension for the season of the individual 

in default. 

 

K. If a player is late or is absent at her assigned tee time, her partner may play alone 

or choose to forfeit. Any player that arrives late to the tee time is allowed to join 

her partner in the competition at any time. 

 

L. In the event of a tie for Low Net points or Low Gross points at the last game of  

the season, the Team Captains may select a two-person team to play a sudden 

death playoff, or by mutual agreement, break the tie via coin toss. 

 

M. One team will win the Gross category and one team will win the Net category.  

The winning teams will receive the applicable award plaque and are responsible 

for updating the winning team status on said plaques. 

 

IV.    DUTIES OF THE CAPTAINS 

 

A. At the end of each season’s play, teams shall indicate their intention to continue as 

a League Member for the following season and elect or appoint their team Captain.  

Each new Captain shall appoint an assistant. 

 

B. The Team Captain and/or her assistant shall be present at all meetings of the              

 Cholla Teams. 

 

C.  On the last play day of each season, Team Captains shall submit the 

 following for the next season: 

 

 a.   A Cholla play date and shotgun starting time on her home course. Dates  

  for hosting team play should not be scheduled when temporary greens are  

  in use. (Maximum of three temporary greens.) 

 

b. The name, address, and phone numbers of the Team Captain, her  

assistant and the club Pro Shop. 

 

E. Team Captains shall remit a single check to the host club Pro Shop to pay for 

green fees. Team Captains shall give players their scorecards with the player 

lineup and handicaps before each match.  Score cards are prepared by the host club 

and shall be marked with the correct stroke holes. Each player is responsible to 

verify the correct handicap allowance has been applied. Discrepancies shall be 

brought to the attention of the Team Captain. 
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F.  The host captain shall designate the date to be notified of pairings and indexes of 

 the team roster. Team Captains shall provide their opposing Team Captain prior to 

 play with lineups and current handicap indexes of their players.   

 

G.  The host rules committee shall make the final ruling if a discrepancy occurs. 

 

H. Team Captains shall maintain a record of all games that includes names of players  

 and the total points earned by the team. 

    

I. THE CHOLLA TEAMS Chairwoman will provide a scoreboard upon which Team 

 Captains will post total points earned by their team following play. 

 

 

V.  HANDICAPS 

 

A. Handicaps shall be computed under USGA specifications.  Handicaps that are in 

 effect seven (7) days prior to the date of play shall be used for calculation among 

 players. 

 

B. A club’s handicap record must be available upon request for the purpose of 

 verification of any handicap. 

 

VI.  AMENDMENTS 

 

A. Amendments to the Standing Rules shall be subject to a review by all Team 

Captains and will require a 2/3 majority vote for ratification. 

 

B. These Standing Rules, as written and amended and were approved with current 

 changes JUNE 30, 2023 by THE CHOLLA TEAMS Captains. They supersede   

in their entirety all previous editions.  
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